Katherine McDonald, Gonville and Caius College, km440
E3 #3. ‘Latin/Greek bilingualism was largely confined to the élite sections of society.’ Discuss.
Things you might like to think about in this essay:
What sources do we have for Latin/Greek bilingualism? Which groups’ bilingualism might be less
visible to us, and why? Is there evidence for Latin/Greek bilingualism in different sections of
society? What differences are there in the bilingualism of different groups?
General/introductory/methodology
J. N. Adams (2003) Bilingualism and the Latin Language (Chapters 4-6).
J. Clackson and G. Horrocks (2007) Blackwell History of the Latin Language (Chapters 5-7).
D.R. Langslow (2002) ‘Approaching bilingualism in corpus languages’ in J. N. Adams, Mark Janse and
Simon Swain, Bilingualism in Ancient Society, 23-51.
‘Literary’ Bilingualism
R. Coleman (1975) ‘Greek influence on Latin Syntax’ TPhS 1975: 101-156.
R. Coleman (1989) ‘The formation of specialized vocabularies in philosophy, grammar and rhetoric:
winners and losers’ in M. Lavency and D. Longré (eds.) Actes du Ve colloque de linguistique
latine. Louvain-la-Neuve/Borzée 31 mars – 4 avril 1989, 77-89.
R. G. Mayer (1999) ‘Grecism’ in J.N. Adams and R.G. Mayer (eds.) Aspects of the Language of Latin Poetry,
157-182.
Non-literary Bilingualism
M. Leiwo and H. Hilla-Aho (2002) ‘A Marriage Contract: Aspects of Latin-Greek Language Contact’
Mnemosyne 55: 560-580.
P. Burton (2011) ‘Christian Latin’ in J. Clackson (ed.) A Companion to the Latin Language.
J. Clackson (2011) ‘Social Dialects of Latin’ in J. Clackson (ed.) A Companion to the Latin Language.
J. Clackson (2015) Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds, Cambridge.

Because of the large number of students taking this paper, please do not remove books
from the Classics Library or UL – read the books in the library, make photocopies or check
your college library. Many of the articles and books are available online through
Camtools/Newton/Moodle (check with the librarian if unsure), on Jstor or Google Books, or
through academia.edu.
Please email your essay to me by 5pm on the day before the supervision. Please get in touch if you
have any questions.

