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Revision Tips 
(Mostly for, but not limited to, practical criticism) 

 
 

Learning your Texts 
 
- Make yourself vocab lists from your set texts - this will be all you need for your 
unseens too. 
 
- You need all your texts for the language exam, but you can ignore one or two for 
literature purposes (though only revising the bare minimum is not recommended). 
 
- Select around 5 quotes from each set text of around 2-3 words each which you think 
can be applied to lots of situations. Practise using these in your answers (remember: 
examiners have no way of knowing that you always use the same five quotes, because 
they only see one answer). 
 
- Try writing the text every third line. On the line below, write a translation. On the 
bottom line, write any notes or grammar points. 
 
Essay Writing 
 
- Decide during revision how long you will spend on each question. Practice sticking to 
this timing. Don’t let yourself deviate from it during the exam! If in doubt, 5 mins 
planning, 5 mins introduction, 3 points of 10 mins each, and 5 mins conclusion works 
well. 
 
- Practice past questions. Ask your supervisors for some if no past papers are available. 
 
- Don’t hesitate to ask supervisors to mark practice essays. 
 
- If quoting in Greek, you don’t need to use accents, but always write the breathings. 
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General Well-being 
 
- Look after yourself - eat fruit/vegetables, sleep, go for a walk. It makes a massive 
difference.  
 
- Remember everyone is in the same boat. 
 
- Don’t panic! Part IA exams are meant as a guide to how you’re doing, they are not the 
most important thing in life (or even the most important thing in your degree). 
 
- Please talk to someone (a friend, peer support, a tutor, a supervisor, your DoS) if you 
are feeling unsure what to do, you’re overwhelmed or unhappy, or if you’re in distress. 
 
- The University Counselling Service has some self-help guides for common problems 
at: http://www.counselling.cam.ac.uk/selfhelp  
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